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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILLINGS uUzviY HABS No, PA-207

DIAMOND ROCK ZCHCOL . HABS PA,15-PROL.V,2—
Ineztion: Northeast Cormer of County Zead #15103 and Sounty Joad
R e #15050, Trsdyffrin Township 2y Cnester Coun «j’, rFennsylvaniiy
aSlerencz, -».'O 1 naescar U nisy o) WO fe ?f.Ld..L\JSL-v Il
(Heference: “ap of Chest Couy f Counnty Lomisalon-

ers/ 1956),

Present. Owner: Cianond Zock 01d Pupils isscciation ¢/o HArs. Ralupe
e s &
Thomas, dalvern, fa.
Brief Statement This octagonil school house, built in 1813 by a group of
of significance:; local yeopla, chiefly of 491 sh and German dascent, was

in uwse pntil 1844, In 1912 it wag restioredby an
associztion formed by descendanta of the former students
and ie at present maintuined by them as a historic
building.

1. Original and subsequent owners: Land was leased for 999 years,
W

W or as long aa the school was used asg suchs After thal 1* was Lo
ravert to the fanily of the leasor, Georgs. eaver, dr. ¥hen the

school ceased in 13464 this wase dona, In 1918 when the Duiﬁdﬁng
had been put into good shape again, a descendant, Georze Weraler,
deeded the land and building to the asscciation above, chartsred
in Fennsylvaniaj; and thsy now own it.

2. Date of sreciion: 12143,

3. drchiteci, builder, suprlicrs eto.: Unknown.

L‘b

Lhe Criginal vlanz, construstion eteo.: Cotagoral bulldings wer
erectad Ly the neighborhood by sumseriptions, and weres ussd

until 1264,

5« Jotes on alterations af*:i additions: VYerry litvle was zve? Jone
to thiz buildinzg, exceph the res‘i:ore.té.sn in 1913 by the Jlamond
RFock Tld Icholars lS°CCadﬁi

&, Important old views and refarances:
Tieuas: Jvﬂn“o¢3 vﬂnw from 15%C0 ¢on arae to bs found in Lha
Thester uouvtj orical Icei=ty, 'est Chegter, Faz.
leferencas: Sources of information, 3o be feund in the Chester
County ﬁis crical <ociety, in ulassifled printed and manvserist

LY
o3 Tredylirin Township.iublis Sehools - Silamond Eock,

¥}

« Histordeal Events Ceonnected with the Structurs: The building ws
aracted by a group of local people, chielly of elsa and German
descant, for school purposss on land leased for a tern of 999 ysars
by George Zeaver, Jr., to & group of trustees as tenants in common
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The tuilding wms 2130 uszed for “ex_:corﬁucd Lurposes. The
descendanta of the forzmer studsnta have formed an asseeiaticn which
meats armually and whose purcose it i3 to maintzin this early 1%th
century octarzonal schocl,

An atiezmpt 13 psing =mads (1953) to zather relies of the school
and to kesp it open on Sunday afterncons for visitors during the
Warmer nonths.

C., Ilikely Zources iliot Yot Investigaied: lone known, .

D, Cupplemental Xataerdial:
l. ‘*lessengsr", Fhoenixville, Pa,, Marcn 6, 1909:

History of the Diarond Rock Ichool iouse.
Written by Miss Zmma W, Yersler

W11l eits the school~house by the road:
A ragged beggar sunndngs
Arcund it still the sumach grows,
And black-berry vines are munning.”

"We could almost imagine that cur gentle funker poet had the 014 Dianord
Rock School-house in ind when he wrote this poem, s¢ aptly does the deserip~
tion apply. For, like a way-worn traveler the old school-house stands at ths
intersection of the Diamond Hock Road with that leadding to the Yellow Springa.

"It s gaping windows and door.
Its ,halcval frescoed walls®

tell mute ztoriszs of Lhe progress of tims, ind of the men and womsn of
yesterday, who, a3 thz lads and lassies of seventy-five years age, comnad

Thras," or oullt alp castles wilie they descorated the desks and seats with
"The Jack-knifel's carved initialag;d

or neld nigh carnival around 1ts many corners, , -~
-

R dagtroryer, nas gatiersd them neardy 2ll into hds
; sl r asoltions real;:e snd others in the early blocm of
8 morning, But the old schcel-nouss 3till stands 2 monument of the
rast, In these busy rushinz dars, it i3 a good omen when men are willing
o pause and look back over the iays thiat nave sone Wy, and are Lrying o
pervetuate the things that have steod for tha moral uplift of the commnity.
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iThe sarly ssttlers of our beauwtiful valley wers =ostly German and
“Yelsh, and ther had a strﬁng lorz and desire for learaing. Hence we 2an
undersband how thelr descendants, who wers the grandfathers and fathers of
the men and women of the pressent day, inheritad this dssirsz, and were wlillin
to zive of their substince to {urther iis end. : B

“Hensg in Jamuary, 1812, the good people of thls section awoke to the
necessity of naving better schu0¢ faciliities.
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"o exact record sxista of the town zsetings 121 January, 1813; at
that meeting it was decidad to erect a tull far scheol murpcses,

"George Leaver set aside Swenty (20, perches of la
gaction of twe principal reads as a building site for that purposse.

B~
:J

"Ho mora commanding site could have been selected. [Frotected on the
north by the valley hills, the view to the south and west is one of
pastoral beauty., The broad farms and well built homes breathe an air of
peace and plenty, The monsy Tor censtruction of the bullding was ralsed
by subsdéription, i

"Cn the old list we find the names Jacob Zeidler, Zzexiel Potts,
Jamas Sloan, Israel Davls, Joseoh Wilson, Jacob Rickabaugh, John didabaugh,
Jacob Hernard, Charles Fowland, camel Jones, George Daniel, John 3Jeaver
and many othﬁrs whose names were familiar in the early history of the valley,

"The subscriptions ranged fream fifty (50) cents to thirty (30) dollars.
Jome, who were not aole to subscribs zoney, dormated laber, in the way of
hauling, carpentering a2nd mason work. The total cost in money seems to
have been two hundred and fifiy-eight dollars and thirty~five conts (3258.35):
an amount greatly in contrast with the cost of ocur modern structures. Just
why the architect planned the ocltagon shape 13 a maiter for conjecture; hui,
standing as 1t does on a tongue of land, possibly this style best suited
the location., The fact that it has withsteod the elements for nsarly a
century spezks well for the artisans of ihat day,

"The furniture consisted of long desks with benches for seats. The
pupils sat facing the wall and the windows. The door was flanked on aither
side oy open curboarda for the kettles and dimner baskets; but no provisicn
was made for clothing beyond a Jow pezs.

"In vthe middlse of the room steed a larze te 1iplate stove with a capaclous
deor that weuld admit 2 good sizad log., The sawing and splitting of the
wood for this stove formed 4 drill in atpletics that is not in fashien in
our medern schools. The building was opensd in the spring of 1813, Iuring
the winter term at times, as many as sixty scholars attended. They wers
mostly young zen aqd women, as the younger children were only allowed to

go during the spring and fall. ‘ ;
2. Trom Original dunuscript in iossession of The Chester Jourty
iistorical Joclety, Uest Cha ster, Fa.

1812 Diamend Foclt Jchoclhouse DJr.
To -lason work

To Capentera 3113

To Zawyers 3ill

To Wam Jenolfizld for linme
To Zmith's 8111

To Fine voards

To Ztore 241l

To hingss & screws

To Stove

Ta Nails
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Zzekisl Poltis
wie rotts

Jamss 3leoan
Jacob Longacre
Jokn Bsaver
Israel Davis
David Seaver
Ann #eddnn
Josaepk Watson
John Camghell
vohn Dempsey
Henry Flace
dagob Iteward
Jasgsse oore
Philip Clair
Senjamin Clair
John Shriver
John Hawk

John fdickabauzh
W 2anks

Adan rhimon
vacod Sickabaugh
donatinan 3rooke
Jdahn ‘Wliler
John Zteward
Jaraes Staward
Zrasms Zaver
Jacod Rennard
savid Tath
idam Rdastabaush
Jorn ugzler Cen
Zamel Jenes
Charles Dowlan
fanial Zeaver
i Scholfield
John Zerck
Thos. Dempsey
Jonathan idamson
Jonathan dowland
Jacob VWelsler
Hace Hichardson
George Zeaver
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Zr Io savid chowaltaer LlCC
Iy Jo lansca fadsliff 2400
Zy Lo saniel Zwvabpzntrove 3,50
y Lo VM. fugzhs 2.C

2y Do vavid Stephens 2.00
Sy Do Jacolb Detwiler 1,50
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Frepared by Sart Andarson - august 1958
Curator, Cnester County Historical Joclety
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A. Ceneral Itatemeni
l. Architectural Character: Very little was ever done to change
the original dezign of the building, and in 1918 ib wes restorasd
£1 it 19
by the Diamond Hock 02d Seholars idsacciation.

2, Condition of fabric: Fxcellent,

B. Technical Descripticn of Zxterior

1. Overall dimensions: This occtazonal building i3 one story and
10' on a side.

2. Foundaticns: Ctone.

3. all construction: Ghona,

4o Shimneys: Centar chimnsy, which is 3 rerlucenent,
5« Cmenings

. ™ s 2, - Y 1= 4+ % 3 . 3 - b
a. ocorways and Jdoorst There is ithe origzinal orening, but
r =~

)
e Thars are savan original ovenings
e shntiers are replacernants.
6. Foof

1. Zhape, covering: feax reel with eisnt sidas) wood siing“esL

» -y Y . [a L W =}
be Cornice, savas: These are a replacenent.

Co. Dorusrs! kone,
achnlcal Dezeription of Interiors

l. Floor Plans: Cne room has desks to the wallsy the studenis
faced the wallszs, The stove is in the centear..



L.

e loorways

9. Heating:

Hte

1., Ceneral setiing -.A or
Diamond Rock, the pull

2. ©Inclosuras
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Pags 6 HABS Ho. PA-207

po 4 - T
fleering 1s mostly replaced,
174 £33 a b

eeliling findsh: Plaster,

and doors: Hderlacenent,

There iz no original tria.

There is no criginal hardwarse.
‘aating was by a stove originzily.

; Vell placad on south slope of
3 soubh

4
REel ol

3+ Cutbuildings: one,.

Le Walks,

driveways etc.: dona,

5. landscaping, cardens ebc.: Neatly planted

Freparad oy Zart aAndarson - Auzust 1953
Curator, crester County *.i:stur“ eal cotisty



